The panel was convened at 10:30 a.m., Saturday, March 27, by its Chair, Hurst Hannum, Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts University, Medford, MA, who introduced the panelists: Ruth Gana, University of Oklahoma School of Law, Norman, OK; Makau Mutua, Harvard University Law School, Cambridge, MA; Mona Rishmawi, International Commission of Jurists, Geneva; and Henry Steiner, Harvard University Law School. The comments of one panelist, Professor Mutua, are presented here.
ingos AS POLITICAL ACTORS
by Makau Mutua* The human rights movement can be seen in a variety of guises. It can be seen as a movement for international justice, or as a cultural project for "civilizing" "savage" cultures.
In this talk, I discuss a part of the movement as a crusade for a political project. Both the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which are foundational to the work of INGOs, promote the typology of a state and society that would yield a political democracy. This means a society that is governed by the idea of constitutionalism?the rule of law, separation of powers, an independent judiciary, genuine periodic elections, a guarantee of individual rights and respect for political participation and expressive rights. This typology excludes monarchies, religious states, one-party states and inherited leaderships. Further, the ideas advocated by the corpus grow out of the liberal tradition. Political democracy seems to imply a permission for a society based on free enterprise and markets.
INGOs need to end their stance of nonpartisan advocacy of benign universality, and accept their proper role as ideological combatants for the uni versalization of a political agenda.
They also need to reexamine their relationships with powerful Western states and institutions?themselves part of an unjust international legal and economic order?as allies in "promoting" human rights.
